
Task 1 

The chart shows unemployed spend their time in many different things. In the morning 

19% men do housework with 49% women. In the afternoon this number is only 7% and 

21% for housework. 20% of men and 26% of women shop in the morning but only 9% of 

men and 17% of women shop in the afternoon. For job hunting 22% of men and 16% of 

women do it in the morning and 12% of men and 13% of women in the afternoon. 6% of 

men and 10% of women visiting friends or relatives in the morning and 12% of men and 

17% of women do it in the afternoon. These four activities are the most popular. There 

are others with smaller percentages: gardening, watching TV, reading, decorating, 

walking, doing nothing or sitting around, staying in bed, visiting town, playing sport and 

drinking. Drinking is the least popular activity looking at the figures overall with only 

2% of men and 1% of women doing it on the morning and 3% of men and 1% of women 

doing it in the afternoon. 
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Estimated IELTS Writing Band 7 
 

IELTS Examiner Commentary 
 

This letter was written by  IELTS student in the middle of an IELTS practice course. 
The Academic Task 1 Writing is marked in 3 areas. Let’s look at these. 
 

Task Fulfilment This mark grades you basically on whether you have answered the 
question or not. To answer this question correctly the examiner looks to see whether a 
report has been written which wholly describes the chart with appropriate, accurate detail. 
In this chart there is a large amount of detail and with only 150 words the examiner would 
not expect to see every single figure quoted. The examiner would look to find the most 
important details and a few describing the general trends. Firstly I would not say that this is 
a great report as there is no introductory or finishing sentence. The report isn’t too bad at all 
though in terms of detail. It outlines the four most popular activities and specifies the 
percentage for both men and women for the mornings and the afternoons. The other 
activities are listed with only the last one having percentages. This, I feel, is an appropriate 
amount of detail for a report on this chart. It could have been slightly better. The gardening 
figures for men were quite high and TV was watched a lot in the afternoon. There is also no 
general comparison between men and women. As far as accuracy goes, all the detail 
quoted is correct. It’s only a 150 word report though and you can’t put too much detail in. 
This report would get a reasonably good Task Fulfilment band. 
 

Cohesion and Coherence These two are interrelated which is why they are done together. 
Cohesion is how your writing fits together. Does your writing with its ideas and content flow 
logically? Coherence is how you are making yourself understood and whether the reader of 
your writing understands what you are saying. Firstly the structure of this report is not good. 
As pointed out earlier, there is no introductory or finishing sentence. The writing is all in one 
lump with no paragraphing. Paragraphing can really help cohesion and coherence by 
allowing the writer to divide up separate parts of the report and so make it easier to read 
and understand. Apart from that the cohesion isn’t bad. The sentences are short and clear 
and the progression of ideas is logical following the order of the chart. As a result of the 
reasonable cohesion, the coherence isn’t too bad either. It’s a bit difficult to read as it’s all 1 



paragraph and some expressions are a bit awkward but these are the only things that 
makes the coherence difficult. This report would get a reasonable cohesion and coherence 
band. 
Vocabulary and Sentence Structure With Vocabulary the examiner looks at the range of 
words used and whether they are used in the right place and at the right time. With 
Sentence Structure, the examiner looks at the grammar. The vocabulary in this report isn’t 
too bad though there are a couple of obvious errors: (in many different things; make 
housework). The grammar is mostly good though again with some noticeable slips. A lot of 
the verbs are in the present tense when  
 

 

Task 2 

It is true that vast amounts are spent on space exploration for apparently little gain 

while people suffer from terrible poverty around the world. 

Supporters of space programs say that space exploration has brought inventions to 

the world  that we would not have had. The famous example is non-stick pans! 

Supporters also point out that it is in human nature to strive to discover the unknown 

and that we can progress in all ways by unlocking the secrets of the stars. These are 

all valid points. 

On the other hand how can we as human beings justify the billions of dollars spent 

sending people into space so we can have non-stick pans while millions of people around 

the world are dying of disease and famine? With the money spent on space 

exploration, wells could be dug, farmland could be developed, medicine could be bought, 

schools and colleges could be built, and teachers, doctors and nurses could be trained. 

Even if we could justify money on exploration, wouldn‛t it be better to spend the 

money on exploring the sea on our own planet that could offer enough food to provide 

for the entire world? 

From what I have said in this essay it would seem that I would agree that money 

should be spent on better things than space exploration. However, this is not the case. 

I understand all the reasons for spending money on better things but I also strongly 

believe that it is necessary that the human race should continually strive to develop 

our technology and broaden our horizons. The money in the long run is well spent on 

space exploration. 
 

(272 words) Estimated IELTS Writing Band 9 
 

This essay was written by an IELTS examiner to give an example of a good answer. Please 
remember that there are other ways of approaching this question that are just as good. 
The Academic Task 2 Writing is marked in 3 areas. Let’s look at these. 
 

Arguments, Ideas and Evidence This band grades the essay on its content, how it 
structures its ideas and backs up the ideas with examples. This essay is structured well. 
There is a short introductory paragraph followed by the body of the essay in two paragraphs 
which examine both sides of the question. Finally the opinion of the writer is given in the 
conclusion with his justification. There are plenty of ideas backed up with relevant 



examples. All these factors would lead to an excellent band for Arguments, Ideas and 
Evidence. 
 

Communicative Quality This mark grades the candidate on how easily the reader 
understands the essay. This depends on accuracy in structure, grammar, punctuation and 
vocabulary, as bad grammar, punctuation and vocabulary will cause a breakdown in 
communication. The communicative quality of this essay is excellent. Because there is no 
inaccuracy in the factors mentioned that affect communication, the reader can get through 
the essay without having to stop. This essay would get an excellent band for 
Communicative Quality. 
 

Vocabulary and Sentence Structure With Vocabulary the examiner looks at the range of 

words used and whether they are used in the right place and at the right time. With 

Sentence Structure, the examiner looks at the grammar. In this essay the Vocabulary and 

Sentence Structure are very good. All word usage is correctly used and spelt correctly. The 

grammar is all error free and the punctuation is good. The Vocabulary and Sentence 

Structure band for this essay would therefore be very good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



describing the past but the chart is from 1982. Verbs describing the chart are fine in the 
present tenses as the chart exists now (ie: The chart shows – the chart exists in the 
present so the present simple here is fine). But when referring to the activities in the past, 
the past tenses must be used (Unemployed spend their time; women shop in the 
morning – These verbs refer to 1982 so the verbs should be spent and shopped). The is 
also missed out several times and there is one other verb tense problem from probably 
copying too much from the chart (6% of men and 10% of women visiting friends). Apart 
from these areas, the grammar is OK and the report would get a quite good Vocabulary and 
Sentence Structure band. 
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