
Project Description 

“Jean Monnet Chair in EU Law and Politics” 

 

The University of World Economy and Diplomacy (UWED) of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan is a public institution under the Ministry of Foreign 
affairs of Uzbekistan which provides education that serves for the interests of foreign 
policy of Uzbekistan and contributes to the development of society and individuals.  

Being a unique specialized institution in international and European affairs in 
Uzbekistan and first institution in Central Asia, UWED prepares high qualified specialists 
for the Ministry of Foreign affairs, Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations, Investment and 
Trade, Ministry of Finance, State Customs Committee, National Bank of foreign economic 
relations, and other governmental structures conducting close relations with Europe, 
national companies, as well as for leading joint-ventures.  

Teaching European integration related courses is one of the main directions of 
teaching process of UWED. Since 2005–2006 academic years, new courses such as the 
European Union Law, European Law, Political processes in Europe and Economics of the 
EU countries have been taught at UWED for the students of International Law 
Department, International Relations Department and International Economic Relations 
Department.  

Jean Monnet teaching activities in Uzbekistan is not a new direction at all. UWED has 
been successfully participating in the Jean Monnet Programme since 2009, so far being 
pioneer and unique institution from Uzbekistan. UWED has successfully implemented 
Jean Monnet Teaching module project “Teaching the European Union Law” in 2011–2014 
(Project №: 200282-LLP-1-2011-1-UZ-AJM-MO; Grant Agreement №:2009-3305/001–
001). Within this Project new “Advanced EU Law (EU Substantive Law course)” has been 
introduced and taught at UWED.  

Over the last years UWED became a leading higher educational institution in the field 
of EU related courses in Uzbekistan. Academic textbooks, manuals, monographs and 
teachings materials have been published; auditorium of students is getting wider. Now, 
on the basis of those accumulated experiences we plan to proceed to the next stage: 
Teaching EU related courses on the basis of multidisciplinary approach. For that purpose 
and in order to enhance the level of teaching of the courses and to ensure consistency, 
we have chosen more centralized and well-structured form of the teaching – Jean Monnet 
Chair. Admittedly, this will be the first step in Uzbekistan aimed at institutionalization of 
teaching EU related courses.  

The objective of the proposed Project “Jean Monnet Chair in EU Law and Politics” is, 
on the one hand, to keep the continuity of teaching already implemented “Basic European 
Union Law” course (existing) for undergraduate (bachelor degree) students, on the other 
hand, to implement interdisciplinary “European Law and Politics” course (new) for 
graduate (Master degree) students of International Law Department and International 
Relations Department.  

Undoubtedly, teaching of the courses related to European Union will enable students 
to understand the multidimensional integration processes in Europe. Likewise, it will 



reinforce mutual understanding and promote equally beneficial cooperation between 
peoples and nations of different culture. 

Planned Project aims at not only delivering knowledge through lectures on the subject 
matter, but also strengthening independent research skills and debating ability of the 
students though critical thinking approach. They should be educated as citizens of a free 
society with independent civic positions. This way Project will bring its contribution to the 
development of a civil society in Uzbekistan. 

Besides teaching, three additional activities are planned to be carried out. First, a 
guest-lecture dedicated to EU Legal system and EU external relations will be delivered 
for young professionals of the Diplomatic courses of UWED (twice a year, 2 hours in each 
semester, and making total 4 hours in a year); Second, an annual seminar workshop on 
teaching and research methodology in EU related disciplines will be organized for young 
teachers and researcher of UWED and representatives of other higher educational 
institutions of Uzbekistan in each year (2 hours in a year) in order to encourage, advice 
and mentor the young generation of teachers and researchers in European Union studies 
subject areas; and Third, regular participation in the annual Jean Monnet world-wide 
conferences which allows disseminating Project activities` results at international and 
European level.  

To say in a general way, teaching the EU related courses in Uzbekistan is useful for 
two main reasons. First of all, for those who will be involved in their professional career 
in exchanges with EU member States, it is necessary to know the rules of the European 
Single Market and the decision-making processes, and not only rules on relationships 
with third countries. Only if you understand the decision-making processes you can have 
an influence on the final decisions that are relevant for you. 

Secondly, the EU is the most sophisticated regional integration system. The EU offers 
a rich experience from custom union to political integration. Studying this experience will 
be helpful to find out adequate forms of institutional cooperation in other regions, in our 
case, Central Asia. 

That is why; the importance of EU related courses cannot be underestimated outside 
the European Union. The EU is not only one of the economically most advanced regions 
of the world and an extremely important trading partner. It is also a historically unique 
model for the integration of national economies into a single market based on the 
principles of democracy and the rule of law. We believe that regional economic integration 
and cooperation may play a key role in providing sustainable development of neighboring 
countries. EU related courses should therefore be studied everywhere.  

The main objectives and aims of the proposed Project fully correspond with the 
General objectives of the “Erasmus+” programme, as set out in Article 4 (c) of the 
Regulation (EU) № 1288/2013 (The Programme shall contribute to the achievement of 
the sustainable development of partner countries in the field of higher education) of the 
European Parliament and Council of 11 December 2013 establishing “Erasmus+”: the 
Union programme for education, training, youth and sport, published in the Official 
Journal of the European Union L 347 on 20 December 2013 (OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 
50–73).  


