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Abstract 

This article is dedicated to the description of what has been done and what results  

have been achieved for the period of 25 years of our National Independence by the 

conspicuous statesman, founder of new model of development of Uzbekistan and 

Our Father, Islam Abdughanievich Karimov.  Short information about the 

childhood and adolescence period of The First President of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan will be promoted in further in the article.  The political review of the 

individual of Islam Karimov (steps to becoming the Leader of the Young Country) 

and the reforms held in almost every sphere of our country during the period of his 

governing will be discussed as well. In addition, this article will comprise the 

views of international experts such as Leonid Levitin, specialist in general legal 

philosophy and cooperative political prerogatives and Donald Carlisle doctor of 

political sciences, associate lecturer at in Harvard University and also Nicolay 

Mishin, the Russian political scientist. Definitely, in the article will include the 

publications of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan himself; miscellany of 

his given speeches in ordinary and extraordinary meetings, on the tribune of United 

Nations and so on, books on multitudinous issues including last book of him 

published in 2015. 
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Father of Uzbekistan Independence 

Since 1989 basic alterations happened in Uzbekistan. Today, the Republic of 

Uzbekistan is one of the democratic and spiritual countries which co-operates with 

over 100 international organizations and has embassies in more than 35 countries 

over the world. That is an indication of dynamics of diplomatic relations between 

our country and other states. The economic index riches high levels. For instance, 

the fact that GDP per capita rose to 2,154 American dollars1 in 2015 proves the 

abovementioned consideration - the economic potential of Uzbekistan has been 

growing considerably. The education, medical service, social activity, youth 

participation in political life, social insurance, living standards of our country tend 

to be normal nowadays. But looking back, 26 years ago we did not have even 

anything to eat, not mentioning medical service or education2. Hence, the impact of 

Our First President in building new independent country, in the way of creating our 

«Home», was decisive from our first steps. 

        Islam Abduganievich Karimov was born in 1938 in the city of Samarkand. 

Karimovs' family was poor, the father of his was a junior officer and his mother 

was a housewife. He was the sixth child of seven children. From early childhood 

he himself had to earn money to living and he felt the spice of labor. As for his 

learning acquisition, as his classmates mentioned, Islam Karimov had a 

phenomenal memory. Thus teachers always put him excellent marks. He was 

especially good at mathemetics, one of the best pupils out of all peers in his school. 

After finishing school, he went to Tashkent to enter The Polytechnical Institute, 

where after four years of studying he was conferred a Diploma of Mechanical 

Engineer. He could continue gaining knowledge in post-graduate course, but 

because of being hardworking he chose working in a factory.  Specifically, he 

started his career as an engineer and successfully continued it having become a 

chief designing engineer in one of the largest military-production-oriented 

companies in the former Soviet Union. The next step of him was pursuing the aim 
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to becoming a political body. Having worked in Planning Committee as a head 

specialist of The Science Department, he began his activity as the Minister of 

Finance of the Uzbek SSR, Chairman of the State Planning Committee and deputy 

chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Uzbek SSR.3 Few years later he was 

positioned to the First Secretary of Kashkadarya Regional Committee and then the 

First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Republic of Comunist Party.4 

Eventually, on 24 March 1990, Islam Abduganievich Karimov was elected as the 

President of the Republic by the Supreme Soviet. The memorable day of all Uzbek 

people came when on 31st September he declared Uzbekistan’s Independence from 

Soviet Union. 

That was not in fact holiday for Uzbek people. All of them were flustered whether 

Uzbekistan could survive without Soviet power or had Uzbekistan right to 

introduce its Independence. Such questions froze on the lips and in the minds of 

our nation. But at that critical moment Islam Karimov was able to awake the 

people to recognize that the event of great importance happened on 31st August. 

When some individuals sitting in the Board of Supreme Soviet yielded up, Islam 

Karimov was able to lift their spirits. Once L.Barnold replied: “That person, who 

governs, should look at people as they are, but he must look at the things as they 

should be”. Islam Karimov did the same. He did not aim to change the thoughts of 

people, but he was eager to alter their life, improve their living conditions, create 

foundation  in order people could get education and receive high-quality medical 

service. He wanted children to go to school not to collect cotton in the frozen fields 

as Soveits used to force the country and gave it impossible-to-do plans.  

It is always very difficult to start. So, Islam Karimov with his strong spirit and 

belief chose to reform the country gradually, in «evolutional» way of development. 

During 25 years of our Independence Islam Karimov and our people faced many 

challenges and even we witnessed burning troubles in Fergana valley, but thanks to 
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Our First President's wise policy Uzbek people could overcome majority of 

problems. It is our honor to say that after two decades and a half our Young 

Country could reach results which even such great powers as the USA, Great 

Britain, France would not be able to achieve. 

As for the real numbers, GDP from about 14 billion dollars in 1991 grew 

dramatically to about 67 billion in 2015, it is approximately five-fold increase. The 

money received from exporting production initially was slightly over 2 billion 

dollars, whereas in 2015 the number reached to 12,4 billion. Almost the same 

figures was witnessed in import. Due to aimful economic strategy of Islam 

Karimov within the period of 25 years, Uzbekistan began to produce more 

foodstuff by our own companies. There has been an increment in population and 

raise in demand at foodstuff accordingly. During last 5 years 5 000 of new working 

places have been created. As a result of the targeted direction of investment in the 

manufacturing sectors of the economy, such completely new industries as 

automotive, oil and gas chemistry, oil and gas and railway machinery, modern 

construction materials, consumer electronics, pharmaceuticals, food, textile and 

some others have been created in the country. Over 60% of all industrial products 

with high added value are concentrated in them. The country has implemented 

large-scale projects to modernize and develop the road and transport infrastructure. 

As part of the implementation of the program for the development of public roads 

over the past 5 years, more than 3,000 kilometers of roads, including 1,500 

kilometers of sections belonging to the Uzbek national highway, have been built 

and reconstructed. A unique road that meets the highest international standards 

through the Kamchik Pass with the construction of two tunnels, connecting the 

Fergana Valley with the rest of the country was put into operation.5 In September 

2015, the International Monetary Fund published a press release on our country, 

which noted that "Uzbekistan maintains economic stability in a difficult external 

economic situation, for a long period and provides high economic growth, and 
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active investment policies and structural reforms  protecting the country from 

slowdown of the economy, which takes place in other CIS countries. 

We can say with confidence that all mentioned achievements took place thanks to 

the pragmatic policy of Our First President – Islam Karimov. 

Building civil society was the topic and at the same time the great task that 

Karimov always put forward. It concluded gradual transmission of range of 

plenipotentiary functions from the Government to regional bodies, social 

organizations and local governments. He asserted that the country should only 

defend constitutional system, sovereignty and territorial wholeness of the Republic 

and tenability of the country, protection of human rights and freedoms, owner's 

rights and liberal economic development, conduction of effective and fruitful 

foreign policy.6 

At the same time Islam Karimov found the time for his family. His family 

supported him at any step. At any moment of the trouble they were with him. 

Those are his words in interview with Nicolay Mishin: “At the same time had it not 

been for troubles, ordeals and privations we might not appreciate fully that joy 

which Life sometimes presents. The joy of life contacts with Beauty and 

Nature…”. These thoughts of him say a lot about the clearness and generosity of 

his soul. 

Islam Karimov was the Father of Uzbek People who was able to recover our 

country Uzbekistan, from being dependent with one-sided economy to the one 

which became the industrial body of international economic relations. «Uzbekistan 

is the country of great history» mentioned Islam Karimov. In addition, Leonid 

Levitin interpreting the flag in fact means that the flag of Uzbekistan is a symbol of 

great future. It is not only the emblem of our children – of all our children, of those 

not born and of their children. This is what defines our future. “Many years will 

pass and generations of Uzbeks will come and go, but when future generations 

view the flag there will still be tears as they think back with pride to the time when 
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the flag of Uzbekistan was raised for the first time on independence day”, - 

delivered Nikitin. For sure, raising the flag of Uzbekistan, we will keep in our 

mind the magnitude of our ancestor – OUR FATHER, Islam Karimov! 

Coming to the conclusion I intend to finish my article with the words of Islam 

Karimov: “If someone wants to catch what is to be Uzbek, what is the strength and 

might, what concludes its justice and unlimited opportunities, what is the 

contribution made to the world development and through all these gained 

knowledge of its belief to the future, he should remember Amir Temur's 

individual.” In fact, if someone wants to know what is Uzbek, he should remember 

who was Islam Karimov. 
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