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ISSUES OF THEORY, METHODOLOGY AND PRACTICE
OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

General overview. As its name  suggests “European studies” is a field
of study that focuses on current developments in European integration
including, in a broader sense, a combination of political science, EU
public policy, history, EU law, economics, sociology, EU foreign relations,
sometimes, European culture  and languages. This discipline  often covers
national topics in a comparative perspective as well.

Integration is a complex and multidimensional process. It does not
happen by itself, but relies on certain processes that occur in different
regions. This was preceded by causes and factors leading to their emergence
and further development. Today, such integration processes are  developed
in the  European Union and do  not sidestep the  Central Asian region.

The  phenomenon of “the  European Union” is explained by the  fact
that it can be the most unique model of integration, as well as a unique
cultural and ethnical formation. The  preservation of cultural and ethnical
distinctiveness of each member state  of the  European Union while  freedoms
of movement, goods and capital, is an experience which means much for
Central Asia - a region that is special with its polyethnic population and
incongruity between ethnos’ national borders and its geographical ones.

The  analysis shows that the  European Union has a complex way in its
development facing great difficulties. Today it is a unique entity, bringing
together 28 independent nation states. The Union has achieved remarkable
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successes in its development, has created his own system of governance
that is different from traditional management systems, has built its

European institutional structure. Of course, not
all is so successful. But, nevertheless, the
experience of the EU is interesting both for
many regional integration associations and
communities.

Over recent years the several aspects of
European integration began to  arouse  a deep

research interest, and this interest is quite versatile. Political, economic,
legal and many other aspects of European integration are  being studied
under “European studies” label in the  world. It should be  noted that the
interest is well justified.

Numerous studies in the  field of European integration as well as
developed curriculum and disciplines, research papers that become  more
widespread in Uzbekistan and Central Asia, prove it.

According to recent adopted Law “Conception of Foreign policy of the
Republic of Uzbekistan” (2012) the  partnershi p relations with the
European Union and its Member-States is one  of the  priority directions
of foreign policy of Uzbekistan. One should admit that despite that
recognition and legitimacy there is much to work on. Taking this into
account, the well-grounded research activities are undertaken in response
to  the  increasing importance  of the  European dimension of Foreign policy
of Uzbekistan and its expending relations with European partners.
Therefore, the main objective of the researches is to meet the Uzbekistan
external policy demands.

Classification and specific oriented researches. Research activities
related to  European studies in Uzbekistan can be  divided into  three
groups: first group comprises research works focused on the EU itself as
an international regional institution and its structure  investigating how
works this organization to  its political and legal nature, internal and
external policy etc. Second category of research activities are directed to
explore  integration process within the  European Union focusing on
enlargement and deepening thereof. Finally, third group’s research activities
are  concentrated on European studies in the  context of mutual relations
both at interregional (EU-Central Asia) and bilateral level (EU-Uzbekistan
or EU member state-Uzbekistan).

It is also worthwhile to regroup research works done in Uzbekistan in
connection with European studies by study field under disciplinary
approach: economics, legal sciences, political sciences and history.

To start with high level specific academic research works, 5 Phd level
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(kandidat nauk) and 1 postdoctoral dissertation (doctor nauk) should be
pointed out.

In economic sciences, first PhD level research has been successfully
completed by N.Khudayberganov in 2002 on the subject “Integration
policy strategy of the  European Union countries” [1]. In this dissertation,
author tried to show the way in which EU countries construct their
economic relations to  each other within European Union before  and after
respective  membership. Although dissertation is not concerned with the
EU as such but it gives insight in a complex
area of the  European integration itself. Still in
economic sciences, Abror Juraev successfully
conducted research activities for PhD title on
the theme “Economic and investment
opportunities of the  European Union and ways
of developing of economic cooperation with Uzbekistan” under the code
08.00.11 - Economy of foreign countries [2]. Public defense held in April,
2010. First chapter of his dissertation describes the EU as a world economic
power and its economic and investment potential. As a research novelty,
main directions of the EU trade policy have been described and three
scenarios related to investment activities in the period of the world financial-
economic crises forecasted.

European studies in the  field economic sciences have  been enriched by
PhD in economics N.Fayzibaeva focusing on the development issues of
the  tourism industry in Europe  [3] - the  leading region in the  world by
tourist arrivals and income  generated while  PhD researchers Kh.Almatov,
R.Duschanov are concentrated on small and medium-sized business and
industry policy in European Union [4].

In his research work, E.Alimardonov attempts to through some light
on the  development issues of euromarket and its eventual influence  on
the  financial integration of the  EU. He  describes main current trends and
features of the  euromarket, the  basic terms and principles providing the
formation of a single market and financial sector of the EU [5].

In political sciences, PhD dissertation of Gulnoza Muminova
entitled “Political-legal aspects of cooperation between the Republic of
Uzbekistan and the  European Union”, successfully defended in 2007, is
dedicated mostly to political- ideological aspects of cooperation between
Uzbekistan and the  European Union [6]. In the  second section of the
dissertation “Integration Processes in Europe: Background, Mechanisms
and Institutions”, author describes the  structure  and mechanisms of
interaction between EU institutions, and preconditions, factors,
environment for effective integration building. Academic importance of
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this research work is obviously consisted of investigation the issues of
cooperation between Uzbekistan and the EU has been considered by
author as a special case of the general theory of world processes. This
research work served to enrich the theory of integration processes and
presented a political analysis of problems and accomplishments in the
sphere of cooperation between Uzbekistan and the EU that helped
conceptualize the processes of interregional cooperation. Nowadays Dr.
G.Muminova is currently conducting postdoctoral research on the  energy
security policy of the  EU  in Central Asia.

The  ethno-nationalization processes in Europe  have  been investigated
by researcher Sh.Majidov. A special attention is given in his research works
to  the  forms of display, institutional feature  and forms of the  contraction
ethno-nationalism in conditions of the  European integration [7].

In legal sciences, the PhD dissertation by Khaydarali Yunusov on
the  theme  “Legal bases of mutual relations of the  European Union and
the Republic of Uzbekistan” that addresses legal aspects of cooperation
between Uzbekistan and the EU has been one of the few pieces on the
subject in Uzbek legal sciences under the code “ 12.00.10 - International
Law” [8]. Public defense held in 2009 at UWED. This research work gives
insight in a complex area of the  EU  law and endeavours to  cover all the
main area of EU legislation, both institutional and substantive. Despite
the fact that his dissertation is mainly about the EU-Uzbekistan relations
whose legal bases have been discussed in the second chapter meanwhile
first chapter of the  dissertation - “The  European Union as an International
regional organization and as a subject of International Law” - explores the
European Union as a unique  regional international organization and issues
surrounding its international-legal personality. Moreover, paragraph I of
the  first chapter entitled “Integration processes in Europe  and the  European
Union’s stages of formation” deals with courses of European integration,
development phases of the  European Union, the  institutional system and
characteristic features of the  European Union have  been analyzed. As a
scientific novelty of the research work, the followings may be outlined:
The  European Union as an international regional organization, its history,
structural organization, institutional system, characteristic features and
its political weight in the international arena have been thoroughly
examined. The  European Union international-legal personality has been
analyzed and its international-legal capacity has been revealed as the first
endeavor in Uzbekistan’s international law discipline.

Dr. Khaydarali Yunusov, being awarded Jean Monnet module holder
and Jean Monnet Chair in EU  Law and Politics, is currently continuing
his EU related research activities at postdoctoral level focusing on history
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and development trends of the contemporary EU law. His article entitled
“Schuman declaration as a statement changing the world” published in
2015 dedicated to Schuman declaration serving as a basic document for
establishing European coal and steel community, first integration structure
in the human history [9]. Basing on Jean Monnet archive’s materials
located in Lausanne (Switzerland), author reveals
interstate relations between USA, USSR, France,
UK and Germany, geopolitical situation and
political humors waved in the middle of 1950s.
In this article, attitude of heads of states, civil
society leaders, trade unions and political parties
towards Schuman declaration are studied. Author
explains also the need of fighting against
international and national cartels contextualizing
it with those historical contexts.

His next article under the title “Lisbon treaty: legal analyses and
conclusions” has been published in 2014 [10]. This article is devoted to
Lisbon Treaty amending the  Treaty on European Union and the  Treaty
establishing the  European Community. Lisbon Treaty by its structure
consists of the  Treaty on European Union («Maastricht Treaty») and the
“Treaty on the  Functioning of the  European Union”. The  article  gives
insights into  structure, drafting and enforcing processes and analyzes
introduced amendments in a classified manner. The importance of Lisbon
treaty in the  development of European integration has been emphasized
by author.

Research works of PhD researcher N.Rakhmankulova are concerned
with international private law unification in the EU. In her works researcher
analyses the activities of the EU on the unification of legislation related
to  international private  law, the  legal nature  of the  regulations of the
EU for specific issues on the matter.

Apart from that, there have been conducted a range of research work
concerning the issue of mutual harmonization and approximation of the
legal system of Uzbekistan with that of the  European Union [11].

The advanced experiences of the EU and its member states in law
practices issues have been examined in the research works of Uzbek scholar
in a comparative  manner. S.Yusupov addresses the  experiences of European
countries on the institute of right to appeal [12]. The research of PhD
scholars M.Saliev and E.Khayrullaev observes the experiences of EU
member states on implementation of the legal mediation. His research
work analyses the main provisions of national law and EU legislations
which regulate the use of mediation in law practices [13].

There have been
conducted a range
of research work
concerning the issue
of mutual harmonization
and approximation
of the legal system
of Uzbekistan with that
of the European Union.
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Ecological aspects of the  European studies in Uzbekistan fall mainly
within the scope of research works of Dr. J.Kholmuminov and D.Safarov.
The authors embark upon a deepen comparative research on the EU and
member states legislations and ecological policy [14].

In the field of social sciences, namely in history, a doctoral thesis was
defended in 2000 by E.Nuriddinov entitled “International Cooperation of
Uzbekistan with Countries of Europe  in Circumstances of Independence:
Formation, Evolution,

Problems” [15]. The author analyzes the historiographical dimension
of Uzbekistan’s cooperation with countries of Europe. Another study with

a similar topic is a candidate (PhD)
dissertation by A.Holliev that investigates
issues of interaction with only one EU
member country (United Kingdom) [16].

As far as second category of research
works related to  European studies, namely
to regional integration are concerned,
among the works of Uzbek authors one
should cite the dissertation thesis by
G.Karimova, which provides a summary of
key concepts and schemes of integration

[17]. Uzbek political scientists A.Kasimov, I.Vaskin, [18] A.Rasulev,
A.Bedrintsev, A.Akilov [19] have elaborated, in varying degrees, on the
issues of Uzbekistan’s integration into the global community and
international economic relations, yet in the  literature  published in the
country, problems of regional integration are often the major focus [20].
It should be noted with regard to regional integration that one can agree
with F.Kamalov that «integration processes in the region retain the elements
of spontaneity and controversy which increases the relevance of their
scrutiny, as well as pre-emption and prevention of negative trends” [21].
Ph.D. doctoral student of UWED Sh.Ramazanov studied theoretical and
conceptual bases of the  European integration analyzing federalism,
functionalism and neo-functionalism theories [22].

As for research work dedicated to bilateral relations between the EU-
Central Asia and the EU-Uzbekistan, the entire array of collected academic
research includes studies by Uzbek researchers, in varying degrees touching
on the  subject we  raise  above. The  European Union and its foreign
policy, its place  in the  international arena, certain aspects of the  European
Union-Uzbekistan relations have been enquired into by a group of scholars
and researchers in Uzbekistan who specialize in international law or the
foreign policy of Uzbekistan. Particularly, economic, social, cultural and
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political aspects of the  European Union-Uzbekistan relations are  widely
investigated in Doctor E.Nuriddinov’s monograph [23]. However, the
work focuses not on relations with the  European Union but those  with
Member States of the Union. Inversely, in his monograph, U.Uskenbaev
analyzes problems of cooperation between the EU and Uzbekistan only in
the general context of EU cooperation with Central Asia [24].
D.Artykovbelieves TRACECA is a concentrated expression of the state of
cooperation between Europe  and Central Asia [25].

Transport communication issues between the EU and Central Asia
have been by researcher A.Zohidov. His research is devoted to the review
of this particular project of the  European Union - TRACECA, which, in
the opinion of the author, is treated as a modem modification of one of
the directions of the Great Silk Road. The article describes the objectives
of this project, the complexity, the problems encountered in its
implementation, disadvantages and justified, however, its undoubted
necessity and importance [26].

The article by Kh.Yunusov that addresses legal aspects of cooperation
between Uzbekistan and the EU has been one of the few pieces on the
subject in Uzbek political science [27]. Its author finds the EU’s political
weight and influence in the world inconsistent with that displayed with regard
to Central Asia, which is confirmed by the outcomes of this study as well.

The  article  of Dr. Khaydarali Yunusov published in European journals
as an outcome  of his research dedicated to  Partnership and Cooperation
Agreements of the  European Union with Central Asian countries [28].
The  purpose  of this article  is to  give  a general overview of legal aspects
of bilateral relations between the EU and the republics of Central Asia
by examining the  Partnership and Cooperation Agreements (PCAs) and
their shortcomings. The  Partnership and Cooperation Agreements are
“mixed agreements” because they don’t fall in the exclusive competence
of the EU or Member States but cover fields for which the EU and
Member States share competence. Author pays a special attention to the
legal status and “mixed” nature  of the  Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement and proposes to upgrade these agreements taking into account
the 15-years’ experience over the past years of
its realization.

Institutional tools of the European studies
in Uzbekistan. The  European studies is not a
new direction of research activities in Uzbekistan
at all. The first research attempts date back to
the  middle  of 90s of the  last century. Mainly,
the higher educational institutions of Uzbekistan
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have been providing institutional support for research activities related to
European studies. There  are: The  University of World Economy and
Diplomacy (UWED) of the  Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan,
Tashkent State University of Law, Tashkent State University of Economics,
Institute of History under the Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan etc.
Among them UWED traditionally plays central role serving as an
institutional and methodological hub for EU related researches activities.

UWED is well oriented research institution. The university maintains
sufficient depth of scholarship to  offer the  doctorate  in selected academic
disciplines. UWED has a Specialized Scientific Council for the  public PhD
defense and scientific award titles in International Law, World economics
and World Politics. Two PhD dissertations on European Union have  been
successfully carried out at UWED by Mr. Yunusov Khaydarali and Mrs.
Muninova Gulnoza on the above-mentioned topics. Two PhD students and
more than 10 graduate and undergraduate students are preparing their
diploma thesis for graduate  qualification on European integration.

Moreover, University has been successfully participating in the  Jean
Monnet Programme since 2009, so far being pioneer and unique institution
from Central Asia. UWED has implemented Information and Research
Activities project entitled “Support for education, information and research
activities on European Union integration” during 2009-2010 academic

years and Teaching module “Teaching the
European Union Law” during 2011-2014.
As of September 2016 “Jean Monnet Chair
in EU Law and Politics” has been initiated
by Dr. Khaydarali Yunusov. Within the
first project two international conferences’
collections and a coauthored research
monograph has been published. It suggests
that Uzbek school of European studies is
in the process of formation under the
auspice of UWED.

In its turn, the  Eu ropean Union
projects in Uzbekistan support researches activities in different fields of
European studies. For example, during 2002-2008 the  EU  financed
“Support for the  Implementation of the  Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement between Uzbekistan and EU (SIPCA)” provided valuable
support for the research activities on legal approximation of the EU and
Uzbekistan legislations.

Publication tools of the European studies in Uzbekistan. Quarterly
scientific- theoretical magazine “International relations” of UWED,

The growing interest
in addressing the issues
of cooperation between
the Republic of Uzbekistan and
the European Union (EU) is
predetermined by its political
importance, economic expediency
and the insufficiency
of theoretical conceptualization
of the European dimension
of Uzbekistan’s foreign policy.
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scientific-practical legal journal “Review of Law Sciences” of Tashkent
State  University of Law, scientific-analytical journal “Uzbek Law Review”
supported by EuropeAid Cooperation Office  in
Tashkent, scientific-practical journal “Market,
money, credit” of Central Bank and Banks’ asso-
ciations of Uzbekistan, jou rnal “Economic
review” and “Economic Bulletin of Uzbekistan”,
Uzbekistan’s Humanitarian jou rnal “Public
Opinion. Human Rights”, scientific and educating
magazine “Democratization and Human Rights” edited by National Center
for Human Rights of Uzbekistan, scientific and educating magazine “Law
and Duty” of the Ministry of Justice of Uzbekistan systematically publish
European studies related research outcomes in Uzbekistan.

Research dilemmas. Too  much works has been done  on European
studies in Uzbekistan and too much to be done. The growing interest in
addressing the issues of cooperation between the Republic of Uzbekistan
and the  European Union (EU) is predetermined by its political impor-
tance, economic expediency and the insufficiency of theoretical conceptual-
ization of the  European dimension of Uzbekistan’s foreign policy. The
European track of Uzbekistan’s foreign policy is regarded as one  of the
factors stimulating the elevation of pace and effectiveness of transition
processes taking place in the Republic. Development of cooperation be-
tween Uzbekistan and the EU is of political importance and economic
expediency. Cooperation with the EU represents a solution to a rigid
orientation toward “traditional” partners and/or neighbours. EU  member
states have  maintained an enduring interest in the  resources of Central
Asia. However, as we see it, the EU’s Central Asia policy can hardly be
defined as sufficiently proactive. This is backed both by an analysis of actual
steps the EU has taken so far with regard to the Central Asian region and
by a review of academic literature  on the  subject. In the  latter, in Euro-
pean research publications in particular, there is a lack of serious analysis of
EU policy in Central Asia as a whole, and Uzbekistan in particular. Virtu-
ally nowhere  does Central Asia figure  as a region of EU’s vital interests.

Yet, a positive trend in this direction should be acknowledged: the
growing interdependence of economies has led EU experts to conclude
that it is essential to reinforce the Central Asia dimension of foreign
policy that was expressed at an EU summit as early as October 2001, in
May 2007, and in June 2017. Such an understanding has scarcely been
displayed by all European policy-makers, especially since  theoretical
development of issues to perfect cooperation between the EU and
Uzbekistan by Uzbek and European scholars has lacked sufficient impulse,

Further researches
should respond to well-
identified existing needs
of the Uzbek academic
circles.
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which clearly underscores the relevance of the research topic. We can
thus state that the existing theoretical study of problems concerning
economic, political and legal aspects of cooperation between Uzbekistan
and the EU by Uzbek and

European researchers are  by no  means adequate  to  its political and
practical significance  and requires further enquiry.

Perspectives in European studies in Uzbekistan: research priorities.
Hence the integration processes within the Union are the focus of attention,
the  study of different aspects of the  European integration processes and
political, economic and cultural cooperation of the  Republic of Uzbekistan
with the  European Union, to investigate  EU  energy policy, how to export
to  common European market, cooperation in the  field of education, in
ecological security and other subjects may be  defined as priorities of research
activities in Uzbekistan. In this regard, the  further researches should respond
to well-identified existing needs of the Uzbek academic circles. Too much
work is already done but too much work to be still done.

It should be  pointed out that scholars should furtherly pursue  special
orientated research activities. The task is not only to create opportunities
for those who conduct researches on EU studies and to disseminate their
research outcomes through various ways and to support them but also to
investigate crucial problems and to find reasonable solutions. In this
regards, research demarches on the EU economic and investment potential
remain priority. For example, according to  data provided by Eurostat
during the  last six years the  volume  of exports from Uzbekistan to  EU
has dropped for 6 times, i.e. in 2016 exports volume went down to 247
min. euros whereas in 2007 it reached 1.37 bln. euros. It is to  mention
that EU with 28 member states and total population amount of 510 min.
population builds large potential market for exporters from Uzbekistan.
It is possible to raise volume of exports by nearly 10 times. If bilateral
trade preferential agreements were signed, an average foreign trade margin
could be  increased by almost 50%. For this purposes it is necessary to

study the  legal basis of the  current preferential
system of the  European Union, to  analyze
actual legislation of the EU and member states,
to research the possibilities of gaining high-
level preferences. In this respect, there appears
a need to create a manual which gives
instructions which commodities to export to
Europe  and how to  export them. Uzbekistan
has great absolute and comparative advantages
in growing vegetables and fruits which allow

The EU common foreign
and security policy and
EU-Central Asia
cooperation in local,
regional and global
security issues remain
priority direction of further
European studies in
Uzbekistan.

Kh. Yunusov, A. Umarov



107Xalqaro munosabatlar, 2018, ¹ 1.

entering European market and taking over a large  share  of it. Research
activities on the  matter should be  directed for such useful purposes.

The  EU  common foreign and security policy and EU-Central Asia
cooperation in local, regional and global security issues remain priority
direction of fu rther Eu ropean studies in
Uzbekistan. Because of threats coming from
instable Afghanistan it constitutes a l’epine
d’orsal for the inter-regional and bilateral
cooperation. In the EU Global Strategy for
Foreign and Security Policy, entitled “Shared
Vision, Common Action: A Stronger Europe”,
announced and elaborated by the High
Representative Federica Mogherini in 2016, has been emphasized that
“The  EU  internal and external security are  ever more  intertwined: its
security at home  depends on peace  beyond European borders. ...It is in
the  interests of our citizens to  invest in the  resilience  of states and
societies to the east stretching into Central Asia, and to the south down
to Central Africa. ...In Central and South Asia, we will deepen cooperation
on counter-terrorism, anti-trafficking and migration, as well as enhance
transport, trade and energy connectivity”. In the EU Global Strategy,
the High Representative Federica Mogherini paid a specific attention to
EU-Central Asia relations and defines the priority of the inter-regional
cooperation such as fight on counter-terrorism, anti-trafficking and
migration, as well as enhance transport, trade and energy connectivity.

The  priority of the  European studies in Uzbekistan will be  defined of
course  whenever circumstances require. From this point of view, 2018 will
be  a turning point for the  relationships between the  European Union
(EU) and Central Asia (C A). 10 years after the adoption of the first
Central Asia strategy (2007), the EU Foreign Affairs Council adopted
conclusions on the EU newest strategy for the region on June 19, 2017.
Hence, present conditions themselves require a more constructive and
comprehensive  research on the  history, current status and future  prospects
of the  EU-CA relationships. Indeed, in order to  effectively solve  the
issues at hand and set a right path for the  future  development of cooperation,
we need to look back to the history and carefully re-assess it. Thus, at
this stage, it is very essential to review and evaluate the results, and to
establish an agenda for further strengthening the  relations. That is why
further research in this field will be  duly inquired.

The  European studies is not a new direction of research activities in
Uzbekistan at all. Research activities are being conducted in Uzbekistan
cover almost all field of European studies expending from history to
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economic sciences. Despite  this multidisci plinary it is worthwhile
mentioning the  predominance  of researches endeavours in economic sciences
while research activities in legal and political sciences remain modest.

Among higher educational and research institutions in Uzbekistan the
University of World Economy and Diplomacy serves as an institutional
and methodological hub for EU related researches activities. Its high level
research capacity and professional staff made it deserving respective place
in the academic milieu of Uzbekistan. UWED has a Specialized Scientific
Council which promote the public PhD and postdoctoral defense and
scientific award titles in International Law, World economics and World
Politics. Unfortunately, non-governmental academic associations specialized
in European studies are  still missing so  far. Joint research teams with
participation of Central Asian and European scholars to  be  formed for
cross-dimensional research activities.

2018 will be  a turning point for the  relationships between the  European
Union (EU) and Central Asia (CA). It to say that new horizon in the
European studies in Uzbekistan and Central Asia will open the  door for
further research inquiries.
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