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The  book “Human Resources and its Interests as the  Supreme  Value
in Uzbekistan” written by rector of Tashkent Branch of REU after G.V.
Plekhanov, doctor of economic sciences, professor Kalandar
Abdurakhmanov is devoted to  the  analysis of independent development
in Uzbekistan within 26 years. Special emphasis is paid on the most
recent social-economic reforms carried out in the  country under leadership
of President Shavkat Mirziyoev starting from September 2016.

The book consists of the foreword, 16 substantial chapters and
conclusion. The  foreword gives tribute  to  the  cultural and scientific
heritage  of our ancestors as well as achievements of Uzbekistan within
the first two and half decades of its independence. Besides, it notes
three important new events. They are: election of Shavkat Mirziyoev as
the President of Uzbekistan Republic on December 4, 2016, declaration
of the 2017 as «the Year of interaction with people and human interests»,
adoption on February 7, 2017 of the Strategy of Actions in the Five
Priority Areas of Development of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2017-
2021. The five priority areas in the Strategy are as follows:

– upgrading of the state and social construction;
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– providing supremacy of law, further reforming the  court and
legislative system;

– modernizing and liberalizing of the national economy;
– developing of social sector;
– providing security, international peace  and religious tolerance,

conduction of deeply planned, mutually beneficial and constructive foreign
policy.

In the first chapter “Who were we?” (“Back to the Past”) the
events of immediate pre-independence years are analyzed when the
country was “at threshold of the civil war, bloodshed, ethnic and inter-
confessional conflicts”. Riots in May 1989 in Ferghana province, continued
in June at Buka and Parkent of Tashkent region, as well as in Gulistan
of Syrdarya province, economic, demographic and social hardships,
ecological disaster connected with the Aral Sea tragedy - these are just
main items of the short list of the most acute problems that marked the
beginning of the end of the old system. The fact that Islam Abduganievich
Karimov became a leader of Uzbekistan at that time and resolutely led
the country toward independence, as it was stressed by President Shavkat
Mirziyoev, was “a priceless blessing of God for our people”.

Next chapter entitled “Who are we now?” (“Independence opened
new opportunities) is devoted to the study of building of fundamentals
of a new democratic society and socially oriented market economy in
Uzbekistan. Achievements in real sectors of the national economy,
especially in industrial development proved by many facts and statistics
confirmed by international economic organization such as UNDP, Asian
Development Bank (ADB). Special section deals with “Root Changes in
Agriculture” of Uzbekistan. A new stage  of institutional reforms in the
agrarian sector began in 1998. Today, the share of private farms constitute
90-92% of the  agricultural output in our country. The  volume  of
agricultural production in Uzbekistan increased by more  than two times
during this period. Over the  past three  years the  volume  of exported
agricultural products has grown more  than threefold. Uzbekistan is among
the ten leading countries in terms of exports of apricots, plums, grapes,
walnuts, cabbage and many other fruits and vegetables in the world.

The following chapter ”New Challenges, New Ideas, New initiatives”
studies the  peculiarities of small businesses and entrepreneurshi p
development in Uzbekistan. If before independence, there was no single
private enterprise in Uzbekistan, now more than 90% private enterprises
account for small businesses. The share of small business and private
entrepreneurship in GDP, employment, construction, investment and
exports has been rising with each passing year and achieved in 2015
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56.5%, 78%, 66.7%, 35.8%, and 27.8% respectively. On October 5, 2016,
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan signed a decree «On the
acceleration of the  development of entrepreneurship, On Additional
Measures to  Protect and Improve  the  Business Environment.» New
ideas and initiatives based on the  principle  “If entrepreneurs and people
are affluent, the state will be affluent too” are unanimously supported.

The chapter “Investment is the Backbone of Progress” stresses that
comprehensive  legislative  basis has been created in our country for
successful implementation of investment activity, including prospective
foreign investment projects. Laws «On Investment Activity», «On
Foreign Investments», «Guarantees and Privileges of the Rights of
Foreign Investors», and other normative and legal acts on investment
climate, and investment preferences have been clearly determined.
Favorable investment climate in Uzbekistan contributes to increasing
the volume of investments into the national economy. If in 1990 the
volume of capital investments to the economy of Uzbekistan was only
US $ 833.8 million, while foreign investment in the investment portfolio
was almost non-existent, in 2015 the investments in the economy of the
country almost doubled, 3 billion 300 million U.S. $ of which was foreign
investment, 73% direct foreign investment. Measures taken within recent
12 months, including especially in the  field of national currency conversion
will give stronger impact for attracting foreign investments.

Next chapter “Historical visits” studies the main results of the state
visit of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyayev
to  Turkmenistan on 6-7 March 2017, official visit to  Kazakhstan on
March 22-23, 2017, state visit to the Russian Federation on April 4-5,
2017, state visit to China on 11-13 May 2017. Besides, this spring and
early summer were  also  marked by participation of President Shavkat
Mirziyayev in the forum «One space, one road» held in Beijing on May
14-15, in the Meeting of the Heads of Arab-Muslim States and the US
in Saudi Arabia and in the Summit of the Organization of Shanghai
Cooperation (OSC) in Astana. More than 160 agreements with foreign
partners were achieved aimed at bringing about 40 billion worth
investments to Uzbekistan, including US $ 23 billion from China, and
US $ 15.8 billion from Russia.

The chapter “Human Interest Prior to Anything” shows that the
Jini Index that indicates disparity in incomes became 0.280 in 2015
versus 0.290 in the country in 2010 that is much lower than in many
economically developed and developing countries in the world. Growing
demand of the  rural population for modern and cheap housing requires
the  introduction of high-priority provision of loans, the  further expansion
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of the  use  of new types of energy-efficient materials and equipment, as
well as reducing the cost of a newly built houses or apartments under
construction. Taking into consideration such important tasks, the
Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan «On the
Program of Construction of Cheap Housing on Refurbished Exemplary
Projects in Rural Areas for 2017-2021» was adopted on October 21,
2016.

In the chapter “A Great Respect to Elderly People” the author
notes that today, the  number of people  over the  age  of 60 in our country
is more than 2 million 873 thousand people or 9.1% of the population.
During the  years of independence  the  average  age  of our people  increased
from 67 years to 73.5 years, and among women to 75.8 years. The Decree
of the  President of the  Republic of Uzbekistan «On Measures for Further
Improvement of Activities of the Fund for Social Support of Veterans»
of December 29, 2016 and the Decree of the President of the Republic
of Uzbekistan «On State Support for the Elderly people» «On Additional
Measures for Improvement» was a vivid expression of the  significant
care and attention to the elderly.

The Chapter “The Country that Open to the World” deals with
tou rism opportunity in Uzbekistan. It is noted that the  cities of
Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva and Shakhrisabz are included in the
UNESCO World Heritage List and never cease to attract attention of
world tourists. More  than 2 million tourists from more  than 70 countries
of the  world visit our country each year. The  volume  of export of tourism
services makes up US $ 700 million. Today, more than 200,000 people
are  employed in the  tourism sector, the  share  of which in the  country’s
gross domestic product exceeds 2%. Taking all this into consideration,
as well as for the  expansion of tourism, the  Decree  of the  President of
the  Republic of Uzbekistan on December 2, 2016 «On measures to  ensure
accelerated development of the  tourism sector of the  Republic of
Uzbekistan» was adopted. This decree  is aimed at turning tourism into
a strategic sector of the economy, making it a powerful tool for sustainable
growth of the  country’s economy, the  effective  use  of tourism potential
in the  regions, and enhancing the  quality of tourism.

Next two chapters are entitled “Not the people must serve the
state but the state institutions to the people” and «We shall build the
great future  of our motherland with our courageous and noble  people»
has become  slogans deeply rooted in our lives, which were  initially put
forward by President Shavkat Mirziyoev.

Satisfaction of people by state services is becoming an important
criterion to assess the work of government agencies. The Decree of the
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President of the Republic of Uzbekistan adopted on December 29, 2016
on radically improving the system of work with individuals and legal
entities has become of utmost importance. In this regard, the People’s
Departments of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the
Virtual Reception were established in the Republic of Karakalpakstan,
regions and Tashkent. They have successfully been operating today. The
Service for the control and coordination of work with the physical and
juridical persons has been established in the  structure  of the  Office  of
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

The concluding chapters of the book are devoted to reforms in the
sphere of social development, including healthcare, education, science
and culture, as well as to  further reforms of the  court and legislative
system and to  measures of providing security, international peace  and
religious tolerance. The analysis is conducted based on real facts of the
fulfilment of the  Strategy for further development of Uzbekistan in 2017-
2021 and other new programs up to  2030 and further.

In Conclusion the author of the book expresses his deep confidence
that all ambitious plans and reforms adopted under new leadership headed
by President Shavkat Mirziyoev will be realized because they are supported
by all people of Uzbekistan.

The book could be interesting not only for professors, teachers, and
students in the field of economics but for much wider circles of readers
who would like to know more about new stage of reforms in Uzbekistan.


